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A close analogy between the situation of the citizens of the 15-16th century and that of the netizens of our age can be presented. In the late Middle Ages the crisis of (religious) belief, now the crisis of (scientific) knowledge can be observed. The earlier crisis with the support of the movements of reformation produced a new era with the emergence of human knowledge, now - five hundred years after - the modern knowledge has arrived at a crisis situation.


During the centuries of Middle Ages the organization of human societies was fundamentally influenced by the unquestionable dominance of an abstract feeling, the religious belief. For the late Middle Ages this type of social organization lost its stability and social and cultural movements emerged to re-build the value system. Reorganization of the relation of man to God was the most important purpose of the Reformation: one wanted to eliminate the entire church-institution system from this intimate relation. The goal was the individual freedom in matters of belief. Faith was conceived of as a personal and direct relation to God, without the interpretations of the experts of faith. For this direct relation to the Word of God the printing press ensured the necessary "technical" background. 


That old crisis produced a new era with the emergence of human knowledge. Instead of belief, knowledge became the most important organizing principle of society, in this way the whole culture of modern age became a knowledge-centered organization. But now the modern society, and the modern knowledge arrived at a crisis situation. Now the question is the following: How could we emancipate ourselves from the rule of the decontextualized, uncontrollable, abstract reason? 


Now the reformators of knowledge have to eliminate the power of experts of the abstract reason and the scientific-institution systems (universities, academies, publishers, libraries, etc.) and they have to build up a new, direct and personal relation between man and knowledge. Fortunately, modernity produced the networks of computers as proper "technical" tools for this task. This is the time of the Reformation of human knowledge, five hundred years after the Reformation of belief.


In the paper some aspects of this reformation process will be considered. First we would like to depict computers as the very modern instruments. In the second part of the lecture the crisis of modernity and the postmodern attitude will be shortly considered and it will be emphasized that computer networks and their use embody postmodern values. The adequate use of Internet ensures the possibility of the postmodern Reformation of knowledge, moreover, the Internet is the most important instrument of this process. Finally, some possible cultural and societal consequences associated to the communities, personalities, cultural attitudes, societal organizations will be analyzed.
